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“And the king will say to them 
in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, 
whatever you did for one of these 
least brothers of mine, you did for 
me.’”

—Matthew 25:40

Four miles north of Hereford—
The spring wheat harvest for the 
most part, is done in the Texas 
Panhandle. 

According to the Texas Wheat 
Harvest Report of July 7, moisture, 
hail and wind had delayed cutting 
in the northern High Plains.

The wheat harvest took on a ex-
tra special meaning in the Hereford 
area, for two families and parishio-
ners at St. Anthony’s Church.

When word got out that parish-
ioners Kenneth Schlabs and broth-
ers David and Ronnie Fetsch were 
unable to harvest their wheat crops 
because of health issues, Father 
Tony Neusch recalled an incident 
from his childhood and initiated 
action among his parishioners.

“When I was in the fourth or 
fifth grade, my father had a giant 
cell bone tumor in his knee,” Fa-
ther Neusch said. “Because of the 
surgery and recovery, he could not 
farm for several months. Farmers 
in and around Panhandle and nu-
merous family members took care 
of his farm until he was well again.

“When David Fetsch had his 
stroke in March, I knew that Ron-
nie and he were falling behind and 
I tried to convince Ronnie to let lo-
cal farmers help. Ronnie and David 
Fetsch would give their last shirt 
off their backs to help a neighbor 
and I knew their neighbors would 
return the favors that they had 
helped with over the years. 

“I asked Ronnie several times 
about the wheat harvest and he 
told me, ‘thank you, it’s handled.’ 
I received a call from a farmer who 
wanted to help them, but knew 
they had told me no and asked if I 
would convince him. Ronnie gra-
ciously accepted and the work end-
ed up being done.”

Before the St. Anthony’s parishio-
ners harvested the Fetsch field, they 
began their work on June 17 in 100+ 

Helping Those In Need: The Texas Panhandle Way

The view from Tom Betzen’s combine June 19, as he and fellow St. Anthony’s Church, Her-
eford, parishioners harvested the wheat field of David and Ronnie Fetsch four miles north 
of Hereford. The wheat field was the second of two the parishioners had harvested in three 
days—the crew harvested the wheat crop of parishioner Kenneth Schlabs two days earlier. 
(WTC Photo)

degree heat, harvesting the Kenneth 
Schalbs farm, then moved over to the 
Fetsch field, finishing their work on 
the afternoon of June 19. 

One of those manning a com-
bine was St. Anthony’s parishioner 
Tom Betzen. 

“We finished our harvesting a 
week earlier,” he said. “We had about 
400 acres, and got it cut. We decided 
it was time to help the neighbors.

“When you see a fella who 
needs help, you just do it; that’s 
human nature. “It’s the Texas Pan-
handle’s code in a lot of ways. 
That’s how country people are. All 
through the generations, country 
people have helped each other.”

Betzen is in his 46th year of 
farming and he was asked what 
kept him going, year after year. 

“If you’re a farmer, that’s what 
you do,” he said. “Despite not so 
great prices and weather that is not 
predictable, and everything else, 
there has to be a certain passion to 

keep planting. Most of the time I am 
out here by myself. For this, we have 
a crew of 20; that’s unusual. Most of 
the time I am here by myself and I 
have time to think, to talk to God and 
then listen to what God has to say. 
It’s a good experience.”

Betzen is also hopeful for the 
gift of rain, not just for himself, but 
his neighbors as well.

“We just wish God would send 
us a little rain,” he said. “We pray 
for rain and He sends it when He 
gets good and ready. We’re ready 
for it. Right now we have corn, 
cotton and sorghum in the ground. 
Cotton farmers aren’t griping be-
cause the heat units are coming 
fast and furious early. We always 
ask for favorable weather for our 
farmers and ranchers.”

As he watched the harvest 
crew on June 19, Ronnie Fetsch 
was asked if he was overwhelmed 
watching his neighbors helping 
him and his brother David. 

“It is very overwhelming, the 
Christian people in Hereford com-
ing out to help,” Ronnie Fetsch 
said. “Father (Tony) Neusch called 
me and said that the people would 
come and help get this done—that 
it was going to happen.”

Ronnie Fetsch said his total crop 
was 480 acres and while it was not 
a banner crop in his more than 25 
years of farming, it was a crop he 
was blessed to have.

“There were early spring rains 
and we didn’t have to have as much 
irrigation input and that helped tre-
mendously,” he said.

Ronnie Fetsch was asked why 
he continued to farm after all these 
years.

“Farming is in our blood,” he 
said. “We want to feed the hungry 
and the people of other nations. 
That’s just what I want to do. My 
dad did it, my grandparents did it. 
We are third generation farmers.

“Everyone needs to pray for 
everyone in this world. We need 

world peace; it will help tremen-
dously.”

David Fetsch was also grateful 
to his fellow parishioners for their 
help with the wheat harvest. 

“I know they were looking after 
us and helping us with good inten-
tions,” he said. “We thank all the 
guys who are out here doing this.”

Helping out with the harvest 
crew was St. Anthony’s parishio-
ner Gerald Marnell.

“We found about this harvest-
ing crew a couple of weeks ago,” 
he said. “We started putting people 
together and we thought we would 
come over and help. We do what 
we can, just being good neighbors. 
No one says no and everyone is 
willing to help and is glad to do it.”

Members of the harvest crew 
were:

Cary Acker, Virgil Artho, Mel-
vin and Lee Betzen, Tommy and 
Nathan Betzen, Tom Schlabs, Jef-
fery and Hayden Carlson, Ray and 
Michael Berend, Jason, Daniel, 
Tiffany and Cory Jesko, Jim and 
Jimmy Hund, Jack Andrews, Aar-
on Franks, Gerald and Emily Mar-
nell and John Lozoya.

Providing the meals for the har-
vest crew were:

Tommy and Annette Albracht, 
Nadine and Jobie Berend, Cheryl 
Betzen and Father Tony Neusch.

Father Neusch was asked what 
the actions of his parishioners had 
to say about the St. Anthony’s 
Faith Community and the Hereford 
community itself?

“Rural community life is cer-
tainly my preferred way of life, as 
it is the way I grew up,” he said. “It 
was neighbors coming together to 
take care of their own before they 
take care of themselves. 

“All it took was someone recog-
nizing a need, making a few phone 
calls and someone else willing to 
accept the help. As Christian peo-
ple we should be willing to accept 
help as quickly as we are prepared 
to offer that assistance.”



West Texas Catholic26 July 16, 2017opinion

Volume 77, Number 11 (in two sections) 
Sunday,  July 16, 2017

Editor’s Note: The following 
column originally ran in the June 
4 issue of the Amarillo Globe-
News and is reprinted in this issue 
of The West Texas Catholic with 
the permission of the author. 

A few weeks ago on a Sunday 
night, my fourth-grade grand-
daughter was sick. Sick with stom-
ach pains.

You may be thinking, “The flu?”

No, it wasn’t the flu — it was 
“the test.”

On Monday morning, for my 
granddaughter, and for so many oth-
er students in the state of Texas, after 
months of time spent on simulations, 

Guest Column: Sometimes The Grass Is Greener On The Other Side
By Dr. Vicki Mueller

practice worksheets and hours of 
skill and drill, it was “the day — the 
one day out of an entire of year of 
learning that the STAAR test would 
indicate the success or failure of stu-
dents and the school systems.

A local doctor friend comment-
ed that beginning in third grade 
(first year of actual testing), he sees 
more children with stomach prob-
lems, headaches and depression — 
as a result of stress from the test.

Although I still value and sup-
port public education (I taught 
in public schools for 32 years), I 
came to the realization through 
a series of events, that I could no 
longer teach with the test looming 
over my head — determining what 

I taught — when I taught it — and, 
at times, how I taught it.

I found myself having to defend 
the decisions I made in my lan-
guage arts classes, when I wasn’t 
in the “same place” as other teach-
ers — simply because my kids 
weren’t ready to move forward or 
had already mastered the old and 
were ready for the new.

I often dreamed of a teach-
ing job where I was valued as a 
professional and was allowed to 
make choices that were best for 
my students in curriculum, class-
room management and personal 
growth. I dreamed of returning to 
a setting where “the test” was used 
as a diagnostic tool to guide those 
instructional decisions rather than 
dictate them.

But — did such a place exist?

Within three months of my De-
cember retirement, again, through 
a series of events, I found that it 
did exist, as I accepted a new po-
sition as English teacher at Holy 
Cross Catholic Academy in Ama-

rillo where teachers are respected 
and allowed/required to make de-
cisions for their classrooms in all 
aspects.

The small classes have given me 
an opportunity to really get to know 
my kids (of all faiths) — so my de-
cisions for curriculum are designed 
to meet the needs of all. The admin-
istration of the Iowa Tests of Basic 
Skills at the beginning of the year 
provides information regarding my 
students’ strengths and weaknesses 
and guides my instruction without 
stress and signing oaths, so students 
are getting—every day—what they 
need to be successful academical-
ly and personally as they continue 
their education.

Students who at one time strug-
gled in public school classrooms 
have found success through the 
advantages of a smaller school. 
The students at Holy Cross have 
an opportunity to be involved in 
everything — from band and choir 
to athletics and cheer-leading, to 
yearbook and speech and debate 
(and more).

Not only do they participate in 
these activities, they excel in aca-
demic and extra curricular com-
petitions (middle school and high 
school), which is evident by the 
numerous trophies and plaques 

Dr. Vicki Mueller

DEADLINES
Issue Date Deadline
Aug. 20 Aug. 10
Sept. 3 Aug. 24
Sept. 17 Sept. 7
Oct. 1 Sept. 21
Oct. 15 Oct. 5
Nov. 5 Oct. 26
Nov. 19 Nov. 9

The deadline for photos, story 
ideas and advertisements is 

noon on deadline day.

lining display cases and hanging 
on the walls. Graduating seniors 
consistently receive scholarships 
to further their education.

The sense of family provides a 
much-needed support system for 
teachers and students alike, mak-
ing this school a wonderful place to 
learn and grow. My “accountabili-
ty” is no longer determined by the 
state, but by my “clients” — my 
students and my parents. Because 
of the trust and support they (and 
our administrators) have placed 
in me, I have never worked hard-
er, because I want to do the best I 
can to help my students become the 
best they can be.

For those wanting a change 
from the pressures of “the test,” 
and are looking for a small class 
setting where students are provid-
ed a variety of opportunities, en-
couraged and loved, Holy Cross is 
worth the consideration.

Sometimes the grass is greener 
on the other side.

Dr. Vicki Mueller has been a 
classroom teacher for 33 years 
and a former teacher of the year 
for the Amarillo Independent 
School District. She teaches lan-
guage arts at Holy Cross Catholic 
Academy, Amarillo. 

Diocese of Amarillo Family Life Office
is in need of a

Part-Time receptionist/assistant
proficient in Microsoft Office with some 

experience in social media.
Strong clerical and organizational skills 

important, along with the ability to 
multi-task. 

Must have physical ability 
capable of some light lifting 

(15lbs).
Send inquiries or resume to 

sfrausto@dioama.org.

Catholic Schools: 
An Investment in Country and Church
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Amarillo—The second year of 
Totus Tuus is winding down in the 
Diocese of Amarillo, with stops in 
Amarillo, Dumas and Tulia. 

The Totus Tuus missionaries 
conducting the K-12 summer pro-
gram will be at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral, Amarillo, today (Sunday) 
through Friday, July 21. The mis-
sionaries will wrap up their 2017 
schedule Sunday, July 23 through 
Friday, July 28 at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Church, Dumas and at Church 
of the Holy Spirit, Tulia. 

The West Texas Catholic caught 
up with some of the first year Totus 
Tuus missionaries and asked them 
about their experiences:

Name: Alex Cazares
Parish: St. Laurence, Amarillo

How did you became a part of 
this second team of Totus Tuus mis-
sionaries?

“I become a part of the second 
Totus Tuus team by talking with 
Deann Frausto. She had done the 
program last year with the diocese 
and I was amazed by her testimony 
that it gave me the boost to apply 
and pray about become a part of the 
team. While applying to be a part of 
the team I started to wonder about 
the blessing that I can bring the 
youth of the diocese just by helping 
them grow in their Faith. I received 
a call from Deacon Shane Wieck, 
and everything started to become 
real.”

What have you found to be the 
most enjoyable aspect of Totus Tuus?

Totus Tuus Wrapping Up Second Year In Diocese

The second year of Totus Tuus in the Diocese of Amarillo is winding down, with stops at three parishes in the next two weeks. In the first frame, April Homer 
leads a discussion June 27 at St. Ann’s Church, Canyon; in the second frame, Mallory Shehan makes a point during an afternoon presentation June 27 at St. 
Ann’s Church, Canyon; and, in the third frame, left to right, Morgan Walterscheid, Alex Cazares and Heath Rodriguez participate in a skit June 29 at Sts. Peter 
and Paul Church, Dumas. (WTC photos; collage by Michael Neuberger)

“First, Totus Tuus is not easy 
because you are giving your whole 
self up to follow Jesus and His 
wonderful works through His Holy 
Mother Mary. With that in mind 
the most enjoyable part of Totus 
Tuus is seeing the tremendous im-
pact of seeing the little kids grow 
in Faith one day at a time. Hear-
ing the stories from their parents 
about how all they talked about 
the night before was how much 
fun they had the previous day, has 
a special place in my heart. Also, 
knowing that the children we teach 
and impact are the next Church is 
an amazing aspect because they 
will go out into their world and tell 
everyone they know that they are 
proud Catholic children.  

“There is no greater joy that 
spreading your joy of the Faith and 
seeing that same Faith grow into 
something bigger, into a greater 
community.

“The immense support that I 
have received from my parents, 
family and my home parish of St. 
Laurence has given me the strength 
and assurance that this is what I was 
called to do this summer and know-
ing that the impact we as a Diocese 
of Amarillo make on these children 
is just an amazing act of the Holy 
Spirit working through us.” 

Name: April Homer
Parish: St. Thomas the Apostle, 

Amarillo 
Tell us how you became a member 

of the Totus Tuus Missionary team…

“I have had interests in mission-
ary work on the national level in the 
past, but I was planning on waiting 
until after graduating from Texas 
Tech. I was approached in April by 
Alyssa Wieck, and she talked about 
the Totus Tuus program. I was in-
trigued by the opportunity to share 
the Catholic Faith with the youth in 
our own diocese, and I applied for 
the program as soon as I could.”

What have you enjoyed most 
about being a member of the Totus 
Tuus team?

“Totus Tuus has deepened my 
Faith at the same time that the team is 
planting seeds of Faith in the minds 
of the children and youth. I think 
that the most beautiful part of Totus 
Tuus is that relationships are formed 
through learning about Christ.

“I have to admit that my hair 
in the photo collage was not my 
own doing. One of the first grade 
students in Canyon decided that it 
needed some help.”

Name: Saul Martinez
Parish: St. Mary’s Cathedral, 

Amarillo
How did you get involved help-

ing out the Totus Tuus group this 
summer?

“Deacon Shane Wieck ap-
proached me about helping the 
Totus Tuus teams in a coordinator 
role, and because I had heard such 
great things about the program last 
summer, I was more than happy to 
contribute any way that I could. 
As a coordinator, I get to visit the 

parishes that are hosting Totus 
Tuus and I check-in with our point-
of-contact at each parish (who is 
usually the director of religious ed-
ucation), the pastor, as well as our 
Totus Tuus missionaries in order 
to ensure that everything is going 
smoothly for the parish, and most 
importantly that the younger chil-
dren and teenagers are learning and 
enjoying themselves.”

Why should parents consid-
er sending their children to Totus 
Tuus?

“Totus Tuus is an amazing Cath-
olic summer program centered on 
the sacraments.  During the week, 
students attend Daily Mass, Adora-
tion and have the opportunity to go 
to Reconciliation. They also get to 
learn one of the Mysteries of the ro-
sary and a section of the Catechism 
and Bible. The students get to learn 
from our incredible missionaries 
through classroom discussion, fun 
songs and games.

“Our Catholic Faith is an ex-
traordinary gift that helps us to 
fall in love more and more with 
our amazing God and this program 
helps our young children and teen-
agers do exactly that. It is our hope 
that the program will help the pa-
rishioners in our diocese grow fur-
ther in knowledge, love and service 
of God and each other.”

Name: Heath Rodriguez
Parish: San Jose, Hereford
You are a part of the second 

team of Missionaries for Totus 

Tuus. How did you find out about 
Totus Tuus and who asked you to 
be a part of this second team of 
Missisonaries?

“I was told about Totus Tuus 
by a great friend of mine, Deacon 
Shane Wieck.”

You’re find yourself talking to 
a parent about Totus Tuus. How 
would you persuade them to send 
their children to Totus Tuus?

“Totus Tuus is a wonderful cat-
echetical program for all students 
in grade school. This year for To-
tus Tuus we are teaching salvation, 
history and the Joyful Mysteries. 
Children and adolescents learn alot 
and have great fun during the entire 
week, while building a beautiful 
relationship with God.

“The Lord above works in won-
derous ways that are so awesome 
and beautiful. He places His people 
in certain places so that He can do 
His work through them and to love 
others in His holy name.”

Name: Mallory Shehan
Parish: St. Ann’s, Canyon 

What led you to want to be a 
part of the Totus Tuus team this 
year?

“I had been looking for a summer 
job as a camp counselor at Catholic 
summer camps, but wasn’t having 
much luck. I was asked to apply to be 
apart of the Totus Tuus team and so I 
did. After I submitted my application, 
everything else just fell into place.”  

Story continues on page 28
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What has brought you the most 
joy from your experiences this sum-
mer as a Totus Tuus missionary?

“Getting to know the kids and 
helping them learn more about 
their own Faith. It is such a heart-
warming and joyful moment when 
the kids start to understand that the 
Eucharist really IS Jesus and then 
they begin to get excited about 
going to Mass. I have also real-
ly loved how so many of the kids 
want to attend Totus Tuus and are 
excited to be there and to learn.” 

Name: Morgan Walterscheid
Parish: St. Thomas the Apostle, 

Amarillo 
How did you wind up being a 

member of the Totus Tuus team in 
the Diocese of Amarillo?

“I was introduced to Totus Tuus 
by my cousins, Deacon Shane and 
Alyssa Wieck. The two of them 
brought the program to the Ama-

rillo diocese last year after work-
ing for Totus Tuus in Colorado 
and Oklahoma. They believed the 
diocese needed a strong summer 
catechesis program, and that Totus 
Tuus would be the perfect fit. I was 
very fortunate to be recruited to be 
on the team by two people so pas-
sionate for the program.”

Why should parents sent their 
children to Totus Tuus?

“Totus Tuus, meaning ‘totally 
yours’ in Latin, is just that. For one 
week during the summer we come 
to teach how incredibly fun it is to 
totally belong to Christ through the 
Church. We give kids the oppor-
tunity to come have a great time, 
build up their Catholic community 
and learn about the true beauty of 
the Faith. There are not many lo-
cal summer programs available for 
Catholic children and youth, and we 
would love the opportunity to reach 
as many kids as we possibly can.”

Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ Sister Damiana Tamez, 
right, renews her vows July 8 during a Mass celebrating her 
Silver Jubilee at St. Joseph’s Church, Amarillo. Seated is 
Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC and standing is Sister Ra-
phaelle Marie Condon, DLJC. (WTC Photo)

Totus Tuus... from page 27

“The Spirit raises our hearts to heaven, guides the 
steps of the weak and brings perfection to those who 
are making progress.”

—St. Basil the Great
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St. Valentine Catholic Radio

RadioThon 2017

Presents

Monday, Sept. 25-
Friday, Sept. 29

Please prayerfully consider supporting this vital Catholic Radio Ministry!
Find out more about

St. Valentine Catholic Radio 
and the annual RadioThon 

by calling the station
at 806-350-1360,

or by going to the station’s
website, www.kdjw.org

1360AM, KDJW

Live each day,
8:00am to 9:00am

Noon to 1:00pm
and 5:00pm to 6:00pm,

with updates throughout the day.

St. Valentine Catholic Radio is a listener-supported station! 
Funds raised during this year’s RadioThon will go toward operational 
costs for 2018.
In just over 11 years since St. Valentine Catholic Radio began its 
programming on Feb. 14, 2006, the station has produced much spiritual 
fruit—people are returning to the Church; others have grown in their 
faith. Men in prison listen and experience conversion; the homebound 
are able to tune in and feel connected to the Church.

The theme of RadioThon 2017 is Tell Us A Story.
If you came into the Catholic Faith because of

St. Valentine Catholic Radio, please tell us your story. If you came
back to the Catholic Faith because of St. Valentine Catholic Radio, 

please tell us your story. If you would like to share your story,
please call Chris Albracht at 806-414-1075.
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Amarillo St. Laurence  $40,356 $25,830 $5,760
Amarillo Our Lady of Vietnam $8,196  
Amarillo Blessed Sacrament $26,476 $29,250 $4,685
Amarillo Our Lady of Guadalupe $28,118 $27,917 $2,847
Amarillo St. Francis of Assisi $10,233 $10,600 $7,800
Amarillo St. Hyacinth's $36,119 $36,860 $20,330
Amarillo St. Martin de Porres $11,573 $600 $195
Amarillo St. Joseph's $39,857 $16,820 $4,620
Amarillo St. Mary's Cathedral $151,595 $151,471 $35,146
Amarillo St. Thomas the Apostle $162,081 $175,993 $74,858
Booker St. Peter's $5,601 $8,270 $107
Borger St. John's $33,486 $21,833 $9,378
Bovina St. Ann's, Bovina $11,637 $8,095 $3,240
Cactus Our Lady of Guadalupe $5,935 $14,270 $365
Canadian Sacred Heart $14,840 $6,170 $4,970
Canyon St. Ann's, Canyon $51,048 $49,225 $14,030
Childress Holy Angels $6,635 $950 $800
Clarendon St. Mary's $2,565 $2,270 $870
Dalhart St. Anthony's $63,276 $36,325 $27,140
Dimmitt Immaculate Conception $11,983 $11,161 $846
Dumas Sts. Peter and Paul $36,243 $33,697 $6,532
Friona St. Theresa's $10,221 $6,420 $1,440
Groom Immaculate Heart $14,797 $14,815 $9,590
Gruver Cristo Redentor $4,282 $2,010 $50
Happy Holy Name $2,579 $2,850 $2,450
Hart St. John's $6,007 $7,015 $215
Hereford St. Anthony's $56,786 $18,345 $13,160
Hereford San Jose $32,666 $12,805 $1,010
Kress St. Paul's $4,207 $1,800 $100
Memphis Sacred Heart $2,565 $1,560 $495
Nazareth Holy Family $37,736 $29,990 $15,745
Pampa St. Vincent de Paul $41,477 $41,885 $24,110
Panhandle St. Theresa's $10,775 $8,670 $3,805
Perryton Immaculate Conception $30,492 $21,043 $4,073
Quitaque St. Juan Diego $1,936  
Shamrock St. Patrick's $7,401 $7,400 $3,800
Silverton Our Lady of Loreto $2,858 $200 
Spearman Sacred Heart $25,685 $13,791 $3,701
Stinnett St. Ann's $2,706 $3,030 $2,870
Stratford St. Joseph's $5,827 $10,805 $2,500
Sunray Christ the King $4,447 $1,700 $330
Texline St. Mary's $2,584 $2,370 $2,370
Tulia Church of the Holy Spirit $13,851 $3,600 $2,190
Turkey St. Elizabeth Ann Seton $1,273  
Umbarger St. Mary's $16,534 $13,995 $6,475
Vega Immaculate Conception $19,512 $14,990 $12,190
Wellington Our Mother of Mercy $3,299 $1,975 $1,200
Wheeler St. Mary's $4,247 $975 $590
White Deer Sacred Heart $7,183 $4,120 $3,970

  $1,131,786 $915,766 $342,948

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Feast Day: July 16
Optional Memorial

From antiquity, the beauty and 
majesty of Mount Carmel in Pales-
tine has been celebrated. 

There the Old Testament proph-
et Elijah lived and confronted the 
priests of Ba’al. In the twelfth cen-

tury, hermits living on the moun-
tain had a chapel dedicated to Our 
Lady, and by the thirteenth century, 
they were known as the “Brothers 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.” 
The Carmelite brothers and sisters 
of our time are their spiritual de-
scendants and July 16 is their pa-
tronal feast. 

This order, under the patron-
age of Mary, the Mother of God, 
embraces an ascetic life of pover-
ty and contemplative spirituality. 
Many great saints were Carmel-
ites—St. Theresa of Avila, St. John 
of the Cross and St. Theresa of the 
Child Jesus, just to name a few. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 

your life shows us perfect steward-
ship—you were called and gifted 
by God; you responded generous-
ly, creatively and prudently; and 
you understood your divinely as-
signed role as “handmaid” in terms 
of service and fidelity. Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray for us that we 
may see and follow your example. 

Steward Saints, from the book 
Steward Saints for Every Day, 
written by Sharon Hueckel ©1999 
the National Catholic Steward-
ship Council. 

Ordination 
Anniversaries

Priests of the Diocese of 
Amarillo noting their ordination 
anniversaries in the month of 
July include:

Father Jose Ricardo 
“Richard” Zanetti, JCL 

July 5, 2003
Father Scott L. Raef

July 23, 1994

Priests 
Birthdays

Priests of the Diocese of 
Amarillo noting birthdays 
during the month of July include:

Father Grant Spinhirne
July 12

Monsignor Joe Bixenman
July 17

Father S. Christopher Schwind
July 24

Monsignor Ray Croiser
July 31

Ordination 
Anniversaries

Priests of the Diocese of 
Amarillo observing their 
ordination anniversaries in the 
month of August include:

Father Gerardo Uribe, OFM
Aug. 21, 2010

Father Marco Antonio 
Gonzalez

Aug. 26, 2006

Priests 
Birthdays

Priests of the Diocese of 
Amarillo celebrating birthdays 
in the month of August include:

Father Vijayabhaskar 
Adusupalli

Aug. 9
Bishop Patrick J. Zurek

Aug. 17

Thanks for 
reading 

The West Texas 
Catholic
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Society
Amarillo—Sheridan Artho and 

Austin Visser were united in mar-
riage, June 17, St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church, Father John Valdez, pastor, 
presiding. The bride is the daughter of 
Sheri and Steve Artho of Amarillo. The 
groom is the son of Teresa and John 
Visser of Spiritwood, SD.

Nazareth—Susan Nicole Kern and 
Dee Gilbert Turner were united in mar-
riage June 24, Holy Family Church, Fa-
ther Ken Keller, pastor, presiding, with 
Deacon Bob Birkenfeld assisting. The 
bride is the daughter of Carol and Jerry 
Kern of Nazareth. The groom is the son 
of Karen and Doug Turner of Lubbock.

Amarillo—Kaycee Lea Ledbetter 
and Rodger Dale King were united in 
marriage June 24, St. Francis of As-
sisi Church, Father Grant Spinhirne, 
parochial vicar, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
presiding, with Deacon Shane Wieck, 
assisting. The bride is the daughter of 
Kay and Randy Ledbetter of Amaril-
lo. The groom is the son of Barbara 
Goolsby of Amarillo.

Amarillo—Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Sa-
pien celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary July 1 with a Mass at St. 
Laurence Church, followed by a fam-
ily dinner. Sapien married the former 
Rosalie Gallegos on July 1, 1967 at 
St. Francis de Sales Church, Lamar, 
Colo. The couple has four children: 
Annette Marez and her husband David, 
Darlene Rosas and her husband Rudy, 
Sally Chacon and her husband Albert, 
all of Amarillo and Silvia Chavez and 
her husband Ruben of Tucumcari, NM. 
The couple has nine grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren.

Have you ever been hungry? 
No, not the kind where you might 
say, “I’m starving, let’s go get piz-
za.” This hunger resides in choices 
such as “Do I buy food or do I buy 

medicine,” or 
“Do I buy food or 
pay my rent, util-
ities, etc.” With 
this hunger, you 

don’t know where or when you 
will find your next meal, and you 
don’t have an option to “go out.” 
According to the 2017 Map the 
Meal Gap report published in ear-
lier this year by Feeding America, 
around 39,770 people in Potter and 
Randall counties faced food inse-
curity in 2015.

The Catholic Charities Hunger 
Project addresses food insecuri-
ty on a regular basis. The Hunger 
Project is a grocery store located 
at 2801 Duniven Circle. We serve 
low income individuals who are 
55 and over or individuals of any 
age who are on disability. The av-
erage monthly income for a typical 
client of ours is around $1,000 per 
month, which includes any pub-
lic assistance they might receive, 
such as housing assistance or food 
stamps. Depending on what works 
best for them, they may visit our 
store daily, weekly or monthly. 
Our dedicated staff and volunteers 
serve over 600 people each month, 
including 60 who are homebound. 
The numbers continue to rise.

Several things set us apart from 
others addressing the same issue. 
First, we require they have a home, 
where they can store and cook the 
food they get from us. Although no 
money changes hands, they “shop” 
in our store and pick out the items 

Guest Column: Hunger And Choices
By Jeff Gulde

that fit their dietary needs, as well 
as items they will consume. This 
maximizes the value of donor gifts, 
either cash or in-kind, as it mini-
mizes waste dramatically.  

The store is open to our clients 
between 9:00am to 2:30pm on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and from 
10:00am to 2:30pm on Wednesday. 
Mondays and Fridays are reserved 
for the receipt of food trucks, 
cleaning, restocking and documen-
tation processing.

Most of our clients will receive 
around $150 to $200 worth of gro-
ceries per month. In many cases, 
the food not only benefits our cli-
ents, but may benefit spouses, chil-
dren, grandchildren, or any others 
living in the same home.

We’ve found that some items 
are always in high demand. We 
regularly need things like peanut 
butter, canned chicken, canned 
tuna, canned meat, chunky soups, 
chili, etc. Donations of food are ac-
cepted during our normal business 
hours of 8:00am to 5:00pm, Mon-
day through Friday.

We also need more volunteers, 
specifically during store hours on 
Tuesday through Thursday, to help 
sack groceries and take them out 
to our clients’ cars. Please help us 
help those in need. To give of your 
time, talent or treasure, contact us 
at 806-376-4571, by mail at P.O. 
Box 15127, Amarillo, TX 79105, 
or in person at 2801 Duniven Cir-
cle. Thank you and God bless you!

Jeff Gulde is Executive Direc-
tor of Catholic Charities of the 
Texas Panhandle.

Authorized Reseller, Authorized Service Provider

We’ve Moved!!

“Our New Address”  

7606 SW 45th, Amarillo, TX  79119
“West of Coulter, across from Walmart”

806-352-4243
www.westgatecomputers.com

“In business since 1999”

Amarillo—The Bishop DeFal-
co Retreat Center will offer Ca-
tholicism 101 with Jeff Cavins on 
Monday evenings at 6:30 this fall, 
beginning Sept. 18 and running 
through Nov. 20.

Facilitating this DVD series 
will be BDRC executive director 
Linda Astuto. 

Cost of the course is $30 per 
person and the deadline to register 
is Friday, Sept. 1. 

Jeff Cavins is recognized both na-
tionally and internationally as an ex-
citing public speaker who has a deep 
love for Jesus Christ. Cavins explains 
the basics of Catholicism in this series, 
drawing upon both the Bible and the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. 

For additional information or to 
register for the course, please con-
tact Astuto at the Bishop DeFalco 
Retreat Center, 383-1811. 

Catholicism 101 This Fall

“Remember always that God is eternal. Work 
courageously in order one day to be united to Him.”

—St. Damien de Veuster

Wayne Davis, Grand Knight of Knights of Columbus Council 
#7840 at St. Ann’s Church, Canyon, replaces shelving June 
26 at the Catholic Charities of the Texas Panhandle, Amarillo, 
Hunger Project Grocery Store. Knights spokesman Ken Giro-
mini said the project’s goal was to replace 108 shelves in the 
grocery store with stronger shelving. The Council also donat-
ed a wheelchair to CCTXP, to be used to assist clients as they 
shop in the grocery store. (WTC Photo)

Radio with the message of God’s love...
St. Valentine Radio 1360AM, KDJW 

Please support the annual RadioThon 
Monday, Sept. 25-Friday, Sept. 29
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BISHOP DEFALCO
RETREAT CENTER

PRESENTS

SHIRAZ!

Aug 19

2017

Come Join Us!
 For an Evening of

Casino Games, Heavy Hors d’oeuvres, Wine,

Live Jazz by Patrick Swindell and Esquire Jazz, 

and Art by Jack Sorenson

Sponsored By
Bill and Mary Ruth Albracht, Kelvin and Cindy Allen, Steve and Linda Astuto, Greg and Belinda Britten, 

Kirk and Madeline Coury, Dean and Nikki Crump, Mary Ann Engler, Charlie and Joan Graham, Dennis and 
Cathy Ice, Chris and Sharon Knox, Mark and Michelle Koetting, Bill and Pat Murray, David and Janace Ponder, 

Tom and Sandy Riney, Jane Roberts, Jim Schooler, Mike Tenorio, Meganne Walsch, Mark and Terry White 

Bishop
DeFalco
Retreat & Conference Center

Limited Tickets Available
For more info call 806-383-1811

2100 North Spring
www.bdrc.org
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Tonya Wilkinson pauses as she thanks all who supported her during a graduation ceremony 
June 25 for the Downtown Women’s Center at First Presbyterian Church, Amarillo. Wilkinson 
was one of eight women who completed a two-year recovery program. According to DWC as-
sociate executive director Donna Soria, more than 100 women have successfully completed 
the program. Each of the eight women received a certificate of completion, specially crafted 
cross necklaces from Barnes Jewelry, prayer shawls from Mary Schooler and roses from the 
Soroptimist Club of Amarillo. (WTC Photo)

Amarillo—Two Kolbe Prison 
Retreats have been scheduled this 
fall, according to Deacon Jessie 
Guerrero, diocesan Prison Ministry 
Coordinator. 

The first is set for Thursday, 
Sept. 28 through Saturday, Sept. 
30 at the Neal Unit, with a second 
retreat scheduled Thursday, Oct. 
26 through Saturday, Oct. 28 at the 
Clements Unit.

Deacon Guerrero is seeking the 
support of 30 men from the Knights 
of Columbus, the ACTS Commu-
nity and the Cursillo Movement to 
make these retreats possible.

“We are asking for volunteers 
for these retreats and any assis-
tance to this ministry will be great-
ly appreciated,” he said. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe is the 
Patron Saint of Prisoners, accord-
ing to Deacon Guerrero. St. Max-

Two Kolbe Prison Retreats Scheduled
imilian was a Polish Conventual 
Franciscan Friar who was sent to 
Auschwitz during World War II 
in 1941. When Nazi guards se-
lected ten people to be put into a 
underground bunker to be starved 
to death in punishment for a pris-
oner escaping in July 1941, Father 
Kolbe volunteered to die in place 
of one of the men selected, Fran-
ciszek Gajowniczek. 

Father Kolbe died Aug. 14, 
1941 after a a lethal injection of 
carbolic acid. He was canonized as 
a Saint by Pope (now Saint) John 
Paul II on Oct. 10, 1982. 

For additional information or to 
volunteer to be a team member on 
a Kolbe Retreat, please call Deacon 
Guerrero at 364-8432 or 346-1502; 
Deacon Andy Gonzalez at 463-
0262; Kent Hoelting at 679-1725; 
or, Robert Isbell at 679-0008. 

Amarillo—Stories on how 
Catholic Radio changed your Faith 
life are being sought for the annual 
RadioThon to benefit St. Valentine 
Catholic Radio.

RadioThon 2017, will take 
place Monday, Sept. 25 through 
Friday, Sept. 29. Stories of those 
who found their way to the Cath-
olic Church through Catholic radio 
are needed for RadioThon 2017.

“The theme of RadioThon 2017 is 
Tell Us a Story,” said diocesan Com-
munications Director Chris Albracht, 
who will host the fundraiser for a 
seventh consecutive year. “If you 
joined the Catholic Church because 
of Catholic Radio, we want to hear 
your story. Likewise, if you left the 
Catholic Church, but came back be-
cause of Catholic Radio, we want to 
hear your story. We also want to hear 
stories of those who felt their Catholic 
Faith was so strong, but strengthened 

Wanted: Stories For Annual RadioThon
because of Catholic Radio.”

The fundraiser will also include 
vocation stories from priests, dea-
cons and women religious, accord-
ing to Albracht. 

“The best story tellers in the Di-
ocese of Amarillo are our priests, 
deacons and women religious,” he 
said. “They also have incredible vo-
cation stories that we want to share 
with you, our listeners, and we look 
forward to airing these stories.”

Those interested in sharing their 
stories are asked to contact Al-
bracht at the Diocese of Amarillo, 
806-414-1075 or via email, west-
texascatholic@gmail.com. 

The annual fundraiser will air 
on 1360-AM, KDJW. The event 
will also be streamed on the radio 
station’s website, www.kdjw.org 
and aired on the station’s low-pow-
er FM in the Nazareth area at 
105.5FM, KHFN-LP. 

Amarillo—Season tickets for 
the 2017-18 Women’s Prayer 
Brunches remain available at Top 
of Texas Catholic Superstore at 
2500 South Coulter, in the Signa-
ture, through Friday, Sept. 1.

Tickets for the four brunches, 
sponsored by Amarillo Rejoicers, 
are $50.00 per person. 

Dates for the Women’s Prayer 
Brunches are:

• Saturday, Oct. 14;

Season Tickets For Prayer Brunches On Sale
• Saturday, Dec. 9;
• Saturday, March 10; and, 
• Saturday, May 12.
All four brunches will take 

place from 9:45am to 11:30am in 
the Amarillo Club on the 30th floor 
of the Chase Towers at 600 South 
Tyler in downtown Amarillo.

For additional information on 
purchasing season tickets, please 
contact Top of Texas Catholic Su-
perStore at 353-0700.

Canyon—Entries are still being 
accepted for the annual Charity Golf 
Tournament, sponsored by Knights 
of Columbus Council #7840 at St. 
Ann’s Church. The tournament 
is set for Saturday, Aug. 5 at Palo 
Duro Creek Golf Course.

Check-in will begin at 7:30am, 
with a shotgun start at 8:00. Entries 
for the tournament will be accepted 
until 8:00am the day of the tourna-
ment. The tournament is limited to 
120 golfers, according to tourna-
ment organizer Larry Ramaekers. 

Entry fee is $100 per golfer, 
which includes green fees, cart, 
goody bags, two mulligans, a skirt 
shot, lunch and two drink tickets 
and an entry for all door prizes.

The format is a four-person 
scramble, with each team made up 
of an A, B, C and D player. There 
will be prizes for closest-to-the pin 
and longest drive. There will also 
be other random drawings, said 
Ramaekers.

For more information and en-
try forms, contact Ramaekers at 
655-2165 or 678-4700. Tee box 
sponsorships for the tournament 
are also available, beginning at 
$150.00. 

Annual Canyon Knights 
Golf Tournament Aug. 5

Please pray for much needed rain!
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Woodstock, Ga.—Alberto Luis 
“Al” Ferrer Jr., the brother of School 
Sister of Notre Dame Sister María 
Elena Ferrer, passed away June 11. 
He was 73 years old. 

Mass was celebrated June 13, 
St. Peter Chanel Church, Roswell, 
Ga. Internment was in Green Lawn 
Cemetery, Roswell, Ga.

Mr. Ferrer was born in Havana 
on Dec. 3, 1943 to the late Olga 
Lopez Ferrer and Alberto Ferrer Sr. 
He moved from Havana to Miami 
in 1960 and later to New Orleans, 
where he graduated from Redemp-
torist High School. Mr. Ferrer ob-
tained his Bachelor’s degree from 
Loyola University in New Orleans. 
While living in New Orleans, he 
met his wife, Maria Hill and the two 
were joined in marriage on May 29, 
1965. Mr. Ferrer worked for AT-
T&T/Lucent Technologies for more 
than 40 years, retiring in 2007.

Mr. Ferrer was preceded in 
death by his parents; and a younger 
brother, Jorge Ferrer.

In addition to his sister and 
wife, survivors include three sons, 
Alberto Ferrer III, Michael Ferrer 
and Richard Ferrer; two daugh-
ters-in-law, Amy Ferrer and Laura 
Moody Ferrer; and five grandchil-
dren, Brittany Bass Turner, Alex-
ander Ferrer, Adam Ferrer, Allison 
Ferrer and Mackenzie Bass. 

Alberto Luis “Al” Ferrer Jr.: 
1943-2017

Tulia—Ventura Ramos, the 
2005 Diocesan Council of Cath-
olic Women (DCCW) Woman of 
the Year, passed away June 23. She 
was 82 years old.

Mass was celebrated June 27, 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Father 
David Contreras, pastor, presiding. 
Burial was in Rose Hill Cemetery.

Ventura Ramos: 1934-2017

Ventura Ramos

Ventura Ramos was born on 
July 16, 1934 in Ottine, Tx., the 
daughter of Emigdio and Juana 
Ramos. She attended schools at 
Lockhart, Shallowater and gradu-
ated from Whiteface High School. 
Ramos graduated from Texas Tech 
with a degree in Home Economics 
and Education. 

She joined the Sisters of the 
Good Shepherd and served in Ar-
izona and New Orleans from 1960 
until she moved to Tulia to be near 
her parents in 1976.

Survivors include seven sisters, 
Maria Ramos, Marcelina Harrell, 
Petra R. Porras, Guadalupe Diaz, 
Flora Burton, Irene Prado and 
Francisca Zavala; and five broth-
ers, Emigdio Ramos Jr., Ysidoro 
Ramos, Juan Ramos, Jose Ramos 
and Jesse Ramos. 

Dumas—Deacon Joe Schwert-
ner, a member of the third class of 
Permanent Deacons for the Dio-
cese of Amarillo, passed away July 
3. He was 87 years old. 

Mass was celebrated July 8, Sts. 
Peter and Paul Church, Father Ga-
briel Garcia, parochial administra-
tor, presiding, with Monsignor Tim 
Schwertner, Deacon Schwertner’s 
brother, concelebrating. Interment 
was in Northlawn Memorial Gardens. 

Joe Schwertner was born on 
June 1, 1930 in Jarrell, the son of 
Rudolph and Mary Schwertner. 
Schwertner graduated from Price 
Memorial College in 1948 and 
served in the United States Navy 
from 1950 to 1954. He married 
Bernice Miller on Jan. 23, 1954 in 
Trinidad, Colo. 

After his service in the military, 
Schwertner worked for eight years 
for Santa Fe Railroad in Slaton. 
He began his life as a farmer after 
moving to Reagan County, near 
Big Lake. Schwertner also farmed 
in Sherman County, near Texho-
ma and then in Dumas, where he 
moved to in 1978. As a dedicated 
farmer, he was active in the Amer-

Deacon Joe Schwertner: 1930-2017

Deacon Joe Schwertner

ican Agriculture Movement and 
participated in a Tractorcade to 
Washington, D.C.

Schwertner was ordained to 
the Permanent Diaconate for the 
Diocese of Amarillo on Aug. 7, 
1988 by then-Bishop Leroy T. 
Matthiesen at Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church, Dumas. According to his 
family, he performed countless 
baptisms and weddings. Deacon 
Schwertner also met St. John Paul 
II twice—in San Antonio and in 
San Francisco in Sept. 1987. An 
accomplished woodworker, he cre-
ated and donated a number of items 
to Sts. Peter and Paul Church and 
other churches throughout the Dio-
cese of Amarillo.

Deacon Schwertner became a 
member of the Knights of Colum-
bus in 1949 and was also active in 
VFW Post 9022.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; a son, Thomas Schwert-
ner; five brothers, Alvin, Hubert, 
Rudy, August and Lawrence and 
four sisters, Sister Martha, Ella, 
Hermina and Mary.

In addition to his brother, sur-
vivors include his wife, Bernice 
Schwertner; a son, Bruce Schwert-
ner of Amarillo; three daughters, 
Colette Schwertner Loer and her 
husband Dutch of San Antonio, 
Nancy Schwertner Garnett and her 
husband Eric of Dumas and Paula 
Schwertner of Amarillo; a brother, 
Bruno Schwertner of Clarendon; a 
sister, Agnes Kitten of Lubbock; 
four grandchildren, Brian Loer, 
Ben Loer and his wife Rachel, Jen-
ni Morin and her husband Rob and 
Andrea Loer; a great-granddaugh-
ter, Anna Loer; and numerous oth-
er nieces, nephews, extended fami-
ly members and friends.

San Antonio—Elizabeth Marie 
“Betty” Keller, former principal 
at St. Joseph School, Amarillo, 
passed away June 29. She was 80 
years old. 

Mass was celebrated July 3, Our 
Lady of Grace Church, La Coste. 
Interment will follow at Our Lady 
of Grace Cemetery, La Coste. 

Elizabeth Marie “Betty” 
Mechler was born Oct. 7, 1936 
in San Antonio, the oldest of six 
children born to Frank Mechler Sr. 
and Florence Mechler. She gradu-
ated from La Coste High School in 
1954 and on Aug. 15, 1959, mar-
ried Marion Keller at Our Lady of 
Grace Church. 

In 1965, Mrs. Keller graduated 
from Our Lady of the Lake College 
with a Bachelor’s in Elementary 
Education. A year later, her hus-
band was transferred to the Pantex 
Plant in Amarillo after the plant at 

Elizabeth Marie “Betty” Keller: 1936-2017

Elizabeth Marie “Betty” Keller

Medina Base closed. 
After joining St. Joseph’s 

Church, Mrs. Keller was hired as 
a second grade teacher. She taught 
for 19 years while serving as or-
ganist and music coordinator at St. 
Joseph’s Church. 

In 1978, Mrs. Keller received a 
Master’s Degree from West Texas 
State University (now West Texas 
A&M University) in Canyon. She 
became principal at St. Joseph 
School in 1991 and served until her 
retirement in 2002. 

After her retirement, Mrs. 
Keller and her husband relocated 
to San Antonio, where she was ap-
pointed principal at St. Mary Mag-
dalene School. She also worked at 
St. Gregory the Great School be-
fore retiring for good. 

Mrs. Keller was preceded in 
death by her parents; and her hus-
band, Marion. 

Survivors include three chil-
dren, Yvonne Brassard of San 
Antonio, Sharon Detten and her 
husband Dan of Gretna, Neb. and 
Nathan Keller and his wife Alexa 
of Austin; ten grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren; three sisters, 
Ruth Persyn and her husband Jim 
of San Antonio, Janet Biediger and 
her husband Patrick and Sylvia 
Tschirhart and her husband Mike, 
all of Castroville; a brother, Frank 
Mechler, Jr. of La Coste; a sister-
in-law, Hortense Kroeger of La 
Coste; and numerous nieces, neph-
ews and other relatives.  

Hereford—Knights of Colum-
bus Council #8938 at San Jose 
Church will host its annual Golf 
Tournament Saturday, Sept. 23 at 
John Pittman Golf Course, 400 
South Main.

The format for the tournament 
is a two-person scramble, accord-
ing to Council spokesperson Adri-
an Alejandre. Entry fee is $100 per 
person, and includes a meal after 
the tournament. 

During the tournament, there 
will be a longest drive hole, a clos-
est-to-the-pin hole and on one hole, 
golfers will be able to take a skirt 
shot. There will also be door prizes 
and player goody bags. 

For additional information or 
to sign up a team, please contact 
Alejandre at 806-340-1836. Regis-
tration and payment for the tourna-
ment can be made day of the tour-
nament at the golf course. 

Golfers Needed For 
Hereford Tournament

Panhandle—The School Sis-
ters of St. Francis invite everyone 
to take part in an evening of fun, 
prayer and fellowship.

The next Pax et Bonum eve-
ning will take place Monday, Aug 
7 from 6:30 to 8:00 in Our Lady of 
the Angels Chapel at Sancta Maria 
Convent, 119 Franciscan Way. 

Pax et Bonum (Peace and All 
Good), is an opportunity for the 
School Sisters of St. Francis to 
share the beauty of Franciscan 
Spirituality and a taste of the prayer 
life that helps to keep them ground-

Next Pax et Bonum Evening: Monday, Aug. 7
ed and centered in Christ, accord-
ing to Sister Mary Ana Steele.

“If there is one thing that people 
are hungry for in our day and time, 
it’s peace and a sense of the good-
ness that still exists and thrives in 
the lives of those devoted to living 
a prayerful life,” she said. “Build-
ing an intimate relationship with 
Jesus is the secret to peace in the 
midst of anything life can throw at 
us.”

For additional information, 
please call Sancta Maria Convent 
at 806-537-3182. 
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Twenty Something 

By Christina Capecchi

The old man with the typewriter 
would like a word with us texters 
and tweeters: Don’t be a blockhead. 

David McCullough’s bestsell-
ing new book, The American Spir-
it, takes up a cause he has long 
championed, lends it added urgen-
cy and aims it squarely at young 
adults. “We are raising a genera-
tion of young Americans who are 
by and large historically illiterate,” 
McCullough writes.

At 83, the prize-winning histo-
rian has ample evidence. His pre-
ferred mode is to be holed up in his 
writing studio, a tiny shed in the 
backyard of his Martha’s Vineyard 
home with no running water or 
working phone. To keep from star-
tling him, visitors whistle as they 
approach. 

But McCullough is even more 
shocked when he’s on the speaking 
circuit. A Missouri college student, 
for instance, once thanked him for 
coming to campus and said “until 
now, I never understood that the 
original 13 colonies were all on the 
East Coast.” Another student asked 
him: “Aside from Harry Truman 
and John Adams, how many other 
presidents have you interviewed?” 

The trouble, McCullough writes, 
is that we don’t know who we are or 
where we’re headed without a sense 
of where we came from. 

Peppered with the kind of an-
ecdotes that make his biographies 
spring to life, this book—a collection 
of his speeches—is different. It is an 
unabashed love story, McCullough’s 
ode to history, “an antidote to the hu-
bris of the present,” a pleasure that 
“consists in an expansion of the ex-
perience of being alive.” 

Here’s where I must admit that 
my summer reading has gotten a 
bit light, reduced to the bleary-
eyed boomerang of blogs and Ins-
tagram feeds. I was surprised how 
good it felt to hold this book and 
entertain its ideas. It illuminates 
the footbridge from knowledge to 
character, and it offers a clear take-
away for the Catholic Church. 

To learn our nation’s history is 
to be inspired by the likes of Ab-
igail Adams, who penned 2,000 

History And Humility: An Old Man’s Plea To Young Adults

Jamaica  
Schedule

Parishes planning Jamaica 
celebrations, parish dinners, par-
ish celebrations and parish fund-
raisers are encouraged to email 
information about these celebra-
tions to westtexascatholic@gmail.
com. These dates are published as 
a public service. Unless otherwise 
noted, the celebrations will take 
place at the parish.
TODAY (SUNDAY)

Amarillo—37th annual Las 
Fiestas de Amarillo, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church
SUNDAY, JULY 23

Silverton—Annual Jamaica, Our 
Lady of Loreto Church
SATURDAY, JULY 29- 
SUNDAY, JULY 30

Amarillo—Annual Jamaica, St. 
Laurence Church
SUNDAY, JULY 30

Booker—Annual Jamaica, St. 
Peter’s Church 

Bovina—Annual Jamaica, St. 
Ann’s Church
SUNDAY, AUG. 6

Friona—Annual Jamaica, St. 
Teresa of Jesus Church
SATURDAY, AUG. 12

Canadian—Annual Jamaica to 
benefit Sacred Heart Church, Jones 
Pavillion
SUNDAY, AUG. 13 

Amarillo—Inaugural Back to 
School Event: The Rally, sponsored 
by Amarillo Catholic Schools, St. 
Joseph’s Church and School 

Kress—Annual Jamaica, St. 
Paul the Apostle Church
SATURDAY, AUG. 19

Amarillo—Shiraz for a Cause, 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center
SUNDAY, AUG. 20

Amarillo—Annual Jamaica, 
Blessed Sacrament Church
FRIDAY, AUG. 25

Amarillo—Calendar Party to 
benefit Holy Cross Catholic Acade-
my, St. Thomas the Apostle Church
SUNDAY, AUG. 27

Stratford—Annual Jamaica to 
benefit St. Joseph’s Church, City Park
SUNDAY, SEPT. 3

Gruver—Annual Jamaica, Cris-
to Redentor

Nazareth—Annual Labor Day 
Picnic to benefit Holy Family Church

Perryton—Annual Kermes, Im-
maculate Conception Church

Turkey—Annual Jamaica to 
benefit St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Church, City Park

letters. “Great necessities call out 
great virtues,” she wrote to her 
11-year-old son, a future president, 
setting sail across the Atlantic. 
“When a mind is raised and ani-
mated by scenes that engage the 
heart, then those qualities which 
would otherwise lay dormant wake 
into life and form the character of 
the hero and the statesman.” 

McCullough dedicates the book 
to his 19 grandchildren and doles 
out plenty of wholesome advice. 
Read widely. Be generous. Take an 
interest in people. 

He also borrows Abigail Adams’ 
admonition to her son and directs 
it at modern-day history-illiter-
ates: “How unpardonable it would 
be for us—with so much that we 
have been given, the advantages 
we have, all the continuing oppor-
tunities we have to enhance and 
increase our love of learning—to 
turn out blockheads.” 

We must never take for granted 
the work of those who went be-
fore us, McCullough writes. “To 
be indifferent to that isn’t just to 
be ignorant, it’s to be rude.” Then 
he throws his sharpest barb – cush-
ioned, as it is, by a Mr. Rodgers 
cardigan: “And ingratitude is a 
shabby failing.” 

When it comes to our religion, 
the oldest Christian Faith, so many 
of us young Catholics risk drifting 
down the path from ignorance to 
ingratitude. McCullough’s caution 
applies: “We have to value what 
our forebears—and not just in the 
18th century, but our own parents 
and grandparents—did for us, or 
we’re not going to take it very seri-
ously, and it can slip away.” 

I love my Faith and my family, 
which intersect in deep, fascinating 
ways. To learn more of Catholi-
cism’s rich history—saints and our 
sacraments, our symbols and our 
songs—brings  a wellspring of ap-
preciation. It is to discover, in the 
words of McCullough, an “inex-
haustible source of strength.” 

 
Christina Capecchi is a free-

lance writer from Inver Grove 
Heights, Minn. 

www.amarillodiocese.org

Golden Jubilees Sought
If you were joined together in marriage between July 1, 1967 

and Sept. 30, 1967, The West Texas Catholic would like to honor 
you. Please send us a current photo or your wedding photo, 

your names, the date and location of your wedding and we will 
honor you in our 50th Anniversary Golden Tributes page in the 

Sunday, Sept. 18 issue of The West Texas Catholic, 
free of charge. 

Send photos via email to westtexascatholic@gmail.com or via 
regular mail to: P.O. Box 5644, Amarillo, 79107. 

Please send a self-addressed stamped envelope with any mailed 
photos and we will return them after the issue date. 

Please put your name, address, phone number and email 
address on the back of your photo. 

The deadline to submit photos and information is 
Thursday, Sept. 7.

Father Nicholas Gerber, left, pastor of Sacred Heart Church, 
Canadian and St. Mary’s Church, Wheeler, presents a check 
for $1,000 from Knights of Columbus Council #12493 to Steph-
anie Frausto, director of Respect Life Ministries for the Dio-
cese of Amarillo. See related photo on page 18. (WTC Photo) 

Amarillo—The second col-
lection this month will benefit the 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center at 
2100 North Spring. 

The scheduled collection date is 
the weekend of Saturday, July 29 
and Sunday, July 30. 

Proceeds from the collection will 
go toward the purchase of new mat-
tresses and box springs for each of the 
47 double-occupancy guest rooms.

“While we are looking forward 
to the upcoming Preparing the Way 
Capital Campaign renovation, there 
are items such as the mattresses and 
box springs that aren’t covered by 
renovation funds and are greatly 

July Second Collection For DeFalco Retreat Center

needed,” said Linda Durante, Di-
rector of Operations at the BDRC. 
“Comfort is key to the guest experi-
ence at the DeFalco Retreat Center 
and for our overnight guests, a good 
night’s sleep is a crucial part of the 
experience they expect.”

Durante estimates that replacing 
all 94 twin extra-long mattresses will 
cost between $35,000 and $40,000. 

“Please take advantage of this 
opportunity to assist us in our mis-
sion here in the Diocese of Amaril-
lo,” said Durante. “For those unable 
to give during the weekend of July 
29 and 30, donations can be made 
online at www.bdrc.org/donations. 
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Pancake Breakfast
Amarillo—Knights of Colum-

bus Council #1450 at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral will serve a Pancake 
Breakfast today (Sunday) from 
8:00am to 11:00am in the Mon-
signor Francis A. Smyer Activity 
Center, 1200 South Washington. 
Cost of the breakfast is a love of-
fering, which will benefit the nu-
merous charities, missions and 
projects of Council #1450. The 
next breakfast will be offered on 
Sunday, Sept. 17.

Columbiettes Auxiliary #1450
Amarillo—Columbiettes Aux-

iliary #1450 meets on the second 
and fourth Mondays of each month 
at 7:00pm in the St. Joseph Room 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 1200 
South Washington. All members 
are encouraged to attend the next 
meetings set for Tuesday, July 18 
and Monday, Aug. 14. Any women 
interested in joining the auxiliary 
are encouraged to call Beth John-
son, Columbiettes president, at 
806-318-3143. All Catholic wom-
en 17 years old and older are eligi-
ble to join the Columbiettes.

Contemplative Prayer Group
Amarillo—The public is invited 

to join the weekly Contemplative 
Prayer Group every Tuesday after-
noon from noon to 1:00 at the Bish-
op DeFalco Retreat Center, 2100 
North Spring. Learn more by call-
ing Linda Astuto at the BDRC, 383-
1811 or go online to www.bdrc.org.  

Eucharistic Holy Hour
Amarillo—The public is in-

Please join the millions worldwide who pray each day for 
the monthly prayer intentions of Pope Francis. Since 

themselves to God for the salvation of souls, the Church, the 
intentions of all Apostles of Prayer and the intentions of the 
Pope. The Holy Father gives us two prayer intentions each 
month—one, a general intention and the other an intention 
for world missions.

August:

• Artists.  That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, 
may help everyone discover the beauty of creation.

 

Prayer Intentions of
Pope Francis

2017

 

vited to attend and take part in a 
Eucharistic Holy Hour on Thurs-
day afternoons at St. Hyacinth 
Church, 4500 West Hills Trail, 
beginning at 5:30. The hour be-
gins with exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, followed by a homily, 
silent meditation, common prayer 
and concluding with Benediction. 
For further information please call 
the parish office at St. Hyacinth 
Church, 358-1351.

Annual Garage Sale
Amarillo—The St. Faustina La-

dies Group at St. Hyacinth Church 
will conduct its annual Garage Sale 
over two weekends—Friday, Aug. 4 
and Saturday, Aug. 5 and continu-
ing Friday, Aug. 11 and Saturday, 
Aug. 12. The garage sale will take 
place from 8:00am to 3:00pm all 
four days in Monsignor DiBened-
etto Parish Hall at 4500 West Hills 
Trail. Donated items for the garage 
sale can be brought to the parish 
Monday through Friday during reg-
ular business hours 

For additional information or to 
have items picked up, please call 
the parish office at 358-1351 or 
Jeanie Burney at 371-7131. 

Upcoming ACTS Retreats
Amarillo—An ACTS (Adora-

tion, Community, Theology and 
Service) Retreat for men is sched-
uled Thursday, Aug. 10 through 
Sunday, Aug. 13 at the Bishop 
DeFalco Retreat Center, 2100 
North Spring. Registration forms 
are available at parish offices or 
through the ACTS Community 
website, www.actsamarillo.org. A 

Women’s ACTS Retreat is set for 
Thursday, Oct. 12 to Sunday, Oct. 
15. For additional information, 
please contact April Fetterman at 
806-681-0804.

Men’s Cursillo Rescheduled
Amarillo—The second of two 

Cursillos this year has been re-
scheduled, according to Tania 
González, Lay Director for the 
Cursillo Movement in the Diocese 
of Amarillo.

Cursillo #564, for men, will 
now take place Thursday, Oct. 19 
through Sunday, Oct. 22 at the 
Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
2100 North Spring. 

The entire Cursillo weekend is 
presented in Spanish, according to 
González, who recommends that 
all participants speak Spanish in 
order to grasp the message being 
presented. 

For more information about the 
Cursillo movement, call González 
at 678-9162.

Save The Date
Amarillo—The annual Disci-

ples of the Lord Jesus Christ Mail-
ing Project is scheduled Saturday, 
Oct. 28 through Tuesday, Oct. 31 at 
the Columbus Home Association, 
aka, Knights of Columbus Council 

#4621 Hall at 5818 South Western. 
For additional information or to 
volunteer, please contact Sister Ce-
cilia Bushnell, DLJC, at 806-534-
2312, ext. 116; or, Sister Elizabeth 
Ann Dockery, DLJC, at 679-4525.

Engaged Encounter
Amarillo—Couples in the Di-

ocese of Amarillo planning to get 
married within the next three to six 
months are encouraged to attend 
the final Engaged Encounter week-
end for 2017, set for Saturday, 
Nov. 11 and Sunday, Nov. 12 at the 

Bishop DeFalco Retreat Center, 
2100 North Spring. For more de-
tails about Engaged Encounter or 
to sign up, contact Molly Villegas 
at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 
383-2243, ext. 116.

Prison Ministry
Hereford—The prison ministry 

team in the Diocese of Amarillo is 
recruiting ordained deacons or lay 
volunteers for this special ministry. 

Those interested in this ministry 
are asked to contact Deacon Jessie 
Guerrero at 364-8432. 

María Elena Morales of San Juan Diego Church, Quitaque, 
cuts up a steak July 2 during the annual Jamaica to benefit 
the parish at City Park, Quitaque. (WTC Photo)
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Amarillo—Gladys Mae “Cook-

ie” Wetmore, 87, passed away June 
2. Mass was celebrated June 24, St. 
Francis of Assisi Church, Father Vi-
jayabhaskar Rao Adusupalli, parochi-
al administrator, presiding. Survivors 
include five daughters, Kay Fronk of 
Milwaukee, Nancy VanderBloomen 
of Two Rivers, Wisc., Lynn Deardorff 
and Shelly Knudtson, both of Amarillo 
and Mary Burger of Edmond, Okla.; 
three sons, David Wetmore, Daniel 
Wetmore and Richard Wetmore, all 
of Amarillo; 16 grandchildren; and 17 
great-grandchildren.

Amarillo—Rosa Flores, 81, passed 
away June 9. Mass was celebrated June 
12, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 
Father Jose Gómez, pastor, presiding. 
Survivors include five daughters, Cal-
letana Flores, Juana Espinoza, Maria 
Luna, Rosemary Espinoza and Marie 
Flores Moore; three sons, Lorenzo Es-
pinoza, Adrian Espinoza and Bobby 
Flores; and 36 grandchildren.

Hereford—Maria De Jesus Men-
dez, 54, passed away June 9. Mass 
was celebrated June 14, St. Anthony’s 
Church, Father Tony Neusch, pastor, 
presiding. Burial was in West Park 
Cemetery. Survivors include her hus-
band, Raul Mendez; six sisters, Elvira 
Gonzales of Houston, Ismelda Rios 
and Irma Lamas, both of Hereford, 
Martina Regalado of Muleshoe, Juan-
ita Hernandez of San Juan and Mari-
anita Salinas of Michigan; and three 
brothers, Natividad Garza of New 
Braunfels, Francisco Garza of Dallas 
and Cecilio Garza of Hereford.

Amarillo—Julian Zamora, 63, 
passed away June 10. Mass was cele-
brated June 15, St. Laurence Church, 
Father Felipe Alvarez, OFM, presiding. 
Burial was in Llano Cemetery. Survi-
vors include his wife, Simona Zamo-
ra; two daughters, Vicki Trinh and her 
husband John of Amarillo and Norma 
Jaquez of Oklahoma; two sons, Ricar-
do and Javier Zamora, both of Amaril-
lo; two brothers, Francisco and Jacobo 
Zamora, both of Mexico; 11 grandchil-

Please remember in prayer the clergy of the Diocese 
of Amarillo who died during the month of July:

Bishop Laurence J. FitzSimon, July 2, 1958
Deacon Joe Schwertner, July 3, 2017
Father Raphael Kramer, July 5, 1936

Father Timothy Dran, S.A., July 11, 1993
Monsignor Francis A. Smyer, July 14, 2007

Monsignor Clifton J. Corcoran, July 14, 2010
Bishop Thomas J. Drury, July 22, 1992

Monsignor James E. Fitzgerald, July 25, 1975
Father James Daly, July 26, 1988

We accept all other funeral home pre-arranged plans.

Local families
honoring your

loved ones.

dren; and six great-grandchildren.

Amarillo—Maria Mayorga, 85, 
passed away June 10. Mass was cele-
brated June 15, St. Laurence Church, 
Father Felipe Alvarez, OFM, presid-
ing. Survivors include a daughter, Te-
resa Vargas of Amarillo; three sons, 
Arnoldo Vargas and Guadalupe Vargas, 
both of Amarillo and Angel Vargas of 
Arizona; and numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Amarillo—Ygnacio “Nacho” Ro-
driguez Avina, 59, passed away June 
10. Mass was celebrated June 16, St. 
Laurence Church, Father Felipe Al-
varez, OFM, presiding. Burial was in 
Mexico. Survivors include his wife, 
Blanca Morales; two sons, Gabriel So-
lis and Joe Angel Estrada; three daugh-
ters, MaeLyn Solis, Roxanne Solis 
and Blanca Estala Estrada; five sisters, 
Yrma Gurrola, Francisca Veronica Ro-
driguez, Luz Maria Rodriguez, Maria 
de los Angeles Rodriguez and Andrea 
Rodriguez; a brother, Tomas Rodri-
guez; and 11 grandchildren.

Amarillo—Maria del Carmen 
Arias, 76, passed away June 11. Mass 
was celebrated June 16, St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church, Father John Valdez, 
pastor, presiding. Survivors include 
her husband, Dr. Jose Arias of Ama-
rillo; two sons, Fernando “Fred” and 
his wife Karen of Plano and Diego and 
his wife Natalia of Seabrook; a daugh-
ter, Veronica of Canyon; a sister, Nora 
Lopez of Buenos Aires; a brother, Ale-
jandro Abud of Caracas, Venezuela; 
and four grandchildren, Analisa, Alex, 
Luciana and Eliana.

Spearman—Lorenza Rojas Ortega, 
71, passed away June 12. Mass was 
celebrated June 15, Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Church, Father Gregory Bunyan, 
pastor, presiding. Survivors include her 
husband, Adan Ortega; two daughters, 
Patricia Garza of Spearman and Sylvia 
Ortega of Amarillo; two sons, Adan 
Ortega Jr. of Amarillo and Miguel Or-
tega of Amarillo; two sisters, Maria 
Lozano of Guymon, Okla., and Con-

suelo Rodriguez of Plainview; eight 
grandchildren; and a great-grandchild.

Amarillo—Dr. William Michael 
“Bill” Ruzicka, 65, passed away June 
12. Mass was celebrated June 19, St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church, Father 
John Valdez, pastor, presiding. Inter-
ment was in Resthaven Memorial Park, 
Lubbock. Survivors include his wife, 
Victoria Ruzicka; his mother, Margaret 
Ruzicka of Lubbock; a son, William 
Michael Ruzicka II and his wife Jes-
sica of Pensacola Fla.; three daugh-
ters, Allison Langdon of Lubbock 
and Christina and Paulina Ruzicka, 
both of Amarillo; four sisters, Rhonda 
Cutair and her husband Ray Fournier 
of Amarillo, Donna Pevehouse and 
her husband Billy of Lubbock, Lin-
da Herbert and her husband Kevin of 
McKinney and Margaret “Noni” Love 
and her husband Cody of Boerne; and 
four grandchildren, James, Jacquilyn, 
Johnathan and Leo. 

Bryan—Vancy Mae Mayes, 69, 
passed away June 12. Mass was cele-
brated June 16, St. Anthony’s Church. 
Interment was in Mt. Calvary Ceme-
tery. Survivors include a son, Logan 
Manning Mayes and his wife Sadie 
of Cedar Park; a daughter, Sarah Eliz-
abeth Mayes of Bryan; and in-laws, 
Tony and Barbara Kline of Canyon.

Umbarger—Elizabeth Ann Stock-
er, 73, passed away June 13. Mass was 
celebrated June 17, St. Mary’s Church, 
Father S. Christopher Schwind, pastor, 
and Father Jim Schmitmeyer, pastor, 
St. Hyacinth Church, Amarillo, con-
celebrating. Burial was in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. Survivors include Frances 
Dorsey and her husband Deacon Bill 
Dorsey, Bill Stocker and his wife Vicky 
and Glen Stocker and his wife Betty, all 
of Canyon, Gene Stocker and his wife 
Mary Ann of Krum, Charlie Stocker 
and his wife Joan and Jeff Stocker and 
his wife Faunette, all of Umbarger.

Amarillo—Anthony “Tony” Ger-
ald Castillo, 49, passed away June 
13. Mass was celebrated June 17, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Father Scott L. 
Raef, rector, presiding. Burial was in 
Llano Cemetery. Survivors include his 
parents, Tony and Lydia Castillo; two 
sisters, Nina and Anita; four children, 
Chelci, Ariel, Zachary and Paul; two 
grandchildren, Averie and Jezilynn; 
and five nieces and nephews, Tasha, 
Cory, Caleb, Amber and Ashton.

Amarillo—Elizabeth Marie Gul-
de Nussbaum, 90, passed away June 
16. Mass was celebrated June 24, St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, Father Ken Keller, 
pastor, Holy Family Church, Nazareth, 
presiding. Survivors include a broth-

er, John Clement Gulde and his wife 
Libby; two sisters, Margaret Mary 
Rettenmaier and her husband Donald 
and Lucille Wilhelm and her husband 
Larry; a brother-in-law, Marvin Nuss-
baum; two sisters-in-law, Joan Gulde 
and Becky Gulde; six sons, Michael 
John Nussbaum and his wife Joyce, 
Stephen Patrick Nussbaum and his 
wife Carmelita, Leonard Martin Nuss-
baum and his wife Melissa, Ralph Ed-
ward Nussbaum and his wife Dona, 
Gregory Lawrence Nussbaum and his 
wife Patty and Philip Alan Nussbaum 
and his wife Kristy; 18 grandchildren, 
Michael Nussbaum and his wife Judy, 
Natalie Nussbaum, Alexis Nussbaum, 
Jessica Krongold and her husband Les-
lie, Rebecca Nussbaum Dillion and her 
husband Larry, Benjamin Nussbaum 
and his wife Laura, Simon Nussbaum 
and his wife Gretchen, Abraham Nuss-
baum and his wife Elin, Elisabeth Al-
mond and her husband Corey, Mary 
Margaret Alvarado and her husband 
Nico, Anna Keating and her husband 
Geoffrey,  Andrew Nussbaum and his 
wife Sally, Matthew Nussbaum and 
his wife Shana,  Monica Meyer and 
her husband Karl, Rachael Nussbaum, 
John Nussbaum, William Nussbaum 
and his wife Robyn and Beth Ann Can-
delaria and her husband Xavier; 24 (25 
in September) great-grandchildren; 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 



West Texas Catholic 39May they ReSt in peaceJuly 16, 2017

Quitman, Ark.—Celso Martinez, 
95, passed away June 16. Mass was 
celebrated June 21, Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Church, Amarillo, Father Jose 
Gómez, pastor, presiding. Burial was 
in Llano Cemetery, Amarillo. Survi-
vors include a niece, Marie H. School-
craft and her husband, David; a sister, 
Percilla Mota and her husband Abelli-
no; a brother, Guadalupe Martinez and 
his wife Alma; several stepchildren; 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Dalhart—Lydia Villasenor, 68, 
passed away June 18. Mass was cele-
brated June 22, St. Anthony of Padua 
Church, Monsignor Michael Colwell, 
JCL, pastor, presiding. Burial was in 
Memorial Park Cemetery. Survivors 
include her husband, Joe Villasenor; 
two sons, Tinker Morin of Yukon, 
Okla. and Joe Villasenor Jr. of Aus-
tin; three daughters, Dvonne Morin 
and Jennifer Lopez, both of Dalhart 
and Victoria Gutierrez of Cactus; six 
grandchildren; four great-grandchil-
dren; three sisters, Irene Gonzales of 
Clayton, NM and Francis Marquez and 
Maria Marquez, both of Amarillo; and 
two brothers, Ronnie Marquez of Dal-
hart and Mario Marquez of Amarillo.

Irving—Kathy Denise Rosner, 52, 
the daughter-in-law of Diocesan Pas-
toral Center employee Robert Isbell, 
passed away June 21. In addition to 
her father-in-law, survivors include her 
husband, Richard Rosner; two daugh-
ters, Patricia Crouch and her husband 
Cody and Angelica Canales; a step-sis-
ter, Nancy Odiorne-Cook; and a grand-
son, Noah Crouch.

Spearman—Armida Borunda-Ta-
rango, 57, passed away June 22. 
Mass was celebrated June 24, Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church, Father Greg-
ory Bunyan, pastor, presiding. Burial 
was in Hansford Cemetery. Survivors 
include her husband, Salomon Taran-
go; two sons, Jose Tarango and Luis 
Tarango; a daughter, Lisa Munoz; six 
grandchildren; four brothers, Manuel 
Borunda of Mexico, Abdon Borunda 

The Office of the Victim’s Assistance 

Coordinator for the Diocese of Amarillo 

Please direct concerns, questions, or to report sexual abuse 

involving Church Personnel, to include Clergy, Religious, 

Employees, and Volunteers in any Catholic Institution to:

Sharyn Delgado 

Victim Assistance Coordinator

719 South Austin

Amarillo, TX 79106

Phone: 806-671-4830 
FAX: 806-373-4662 

Email: skdelgado@aol.com

of Spearman and Rafael Borunda and 
Javier Borunda, both of Gruver; and a 
sister, Josefina Borunda of Mexico.

Texline—Lorenzo “Shorty” Avila, 
84, passed away June 22. Mass was 
celebrated June 27, St. Mary’s Church, 
Monsignor Michael Colwell, JCL, pas-
tor, presiding. Burial was in Texline 
Memorial Cemetery. Survivors include 
his wife, Maria Avila; four daughters, 
Lorenza Avila Acevedo of Los Nieves, 
Durango, Mexico, Guillermina Lozano 
of Roswell, NM and Tomasa Ballona 
and Carmen Avila, both of Texline; two 
sons, Guillermo Ballona of Texline and 
Manuel Blea of Pampa; two sisters, 
Ilaria Rivas and Victoria Macias, both 
of Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico; 
18 grandchildren; and 27 great-grand-
children.

Batesville—Rosa Cardona, 69, the 
mother of Diocesan Pastoral Center 
employee Stephanie Frausto, passed 
away June 22. Mass was celebrated 
June 28, St. Patrick’s Church. Burial 
was in Batesville Cemetery. In addition 
to her daughter and her husband Tino 
Frausto, survivors include three sons, 
David Trevino and his wife Mirella of 
Batesville, Sonny Guerrero of Denver 
and Joe Camacho of Amarillo; two 
daughters, Sonia Trevino and her hus-
band Troyce and Cristina Alvarado and 
her husband Osmar of Denver; a god-
daughter, Patricia Rodriguez; a sister, 
Betty Duran of Chicago; three broth-
ers, Margarito “Peggy” Cardona, Edu-
ardo Cardona and Rafael Cardona, all 
of Chicago; two sisters-in-laws, Gua-
dalupe Trevino and Martha T. Cantu, 
both of Batesville; 19 grandchildren; 
two great-grandchildren; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews. 

Amarillo—Jason M. Herrera, 35, 
passed away June 27. Mass was cel-
ebrated June 30, Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Church, Father Jose Gómez, 
pastor, presiding. Burial was in Llano 
Cemetery. Survivors include his par-
ents, Arturo and Rosalba Herrera; two 
sisters, Marybel Herrera and Iris Her-

Please remember in prayer the clergy of the Diocese 
of Amarillo who died during the month of

August:
Bishop Robert E. Lucey, Aug. 1, 1977

Father Jeremiah Keough, S.A.C., Aug. 2, 1976
Father John J. Neff, Aug. 3, 1937
Deacon James Ambs, Aug. 5, 2011

Monsignor Kevin Hand, Aug. 9, 2009
Father John Baptist Schaad, S.A., Aug. 12, 1987

Monsignor Peter Morsch, Aug. 12, 1999
Monsignor John Steinlage, Aug. 13, 1967

Father M. G. French, Aug. 14, 1956
Father Bernard J. Binversie, Aug. 14, 1992

Father Michael Walshe, S.A.C., Aug. 15, 1963
Father Wendelin J. Dunker, C.M., Aug. 17, 1991

Father Peter B. Otto, Aug. 25, 2014
Monsignor F. J. Pokluda, Aug. 27, 1958 

Monsignor Francis “Fran” X. Bray, Aug. 29, 2014
Father Jose Palathara, CMI, Aug. 29, 2015

rera; two brothers, Arturo Herrera Jr. 
and Alejandro Herrera, all of Amarillo.

Amarillo—Victor Maldonado, 44, 
passed away June 28. Mass was cel-
ebrated July 1, St. Laurence Church, 
Father Felipe Alvarez, OFM, presid-
ing. Survivors include his wife, Be-
atriz Mata; two daughters, Jeovanna 
Torres and Nuvia Maldonado, both of 
Amarillo; a son, Victor Maldonado of 
Amarillo; two brothers, Luis and Ro-
drigo Maldonado, both of Mexico; his 
mother, Maria Hernandez; his stepfa-
ther, Salvador Bejarano of Levelland; 
and four grandchildren. 

White Deer—Patsy Lu “Pat” Ur-
banczyk, 84, passed away July 1. Mass 
was celebrated July 5, Sacred Heart 
Church, Father Father Lurdumariana 
Yekkerala, parochial administrator, 
presiding. Burial was in Sacred Heart 
Cemetery. Survivors include her hus-
band, Will Urbanczyk; two daughters, 
Becky Knocke of White Deer and Jen-
ny Barnes and her husband Wayne of 
Austin; a son, Jerry Urbanczyk and 

his wife Donna of White Deer; a sis-
ter, Jane Davis of Paonia, Colo.; five 
grandchildren, Carrie Ledbetter and 
her husband Jarrod, Craig Urbanczyk 
and his wife Michelle, all of Ama-
rillo, Nick Knocke and his wife Jen-
ny of Jenks, Okla., Kacey Smith and 
her husband Benjamin of McAlester, 
Okla. and Brian Knocke and his wife 
Lacie of Conway, Ark.; a step-grand-
son, Naylor Barnes of San Antonio; 
10 great-grandchildren, McKenna and 
Kaylie Ledbetter, Brayden, Davis, Ad-
ison and Bella Knocke, Kennedi and 
Blayde Smith, Beckham Urbanczyk 
and Tripp Barnes; and numerous niec-
es and nephews.

Amarillo—Connie Sue Basford, 
59, passed away July 1. Mass was cel-
ebrated July 7, Immaculate Conception 
Church, Vega, Father Grant Spinhirne, 
parochial vicar, St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
Amarillo, presiding. Burial was in Me-
morial Park Cemetery, Vega. Survivors 
include her husband, James Basford of 
Vega; a daughter, Heather Pond and 
her husband R.L. of Amarillo; a broth-
er, Greg Gallegos and his wife Barbra 
of Jeffersonville, Ind.; two brothers, 
Steve Garcia and his wife Theresa of 
Dalhart and Randy Gallegos of Okla-
homa City; four grandchildren, Jaxton, 
Presley and True Pond of Amarillo and 
Sophie Pavlas of West; and seven niec-
es and nephews.

Hereford—Luis Fernando Reyes, 
37, passed away July 1. Mass was 
celebrated July 7, San Jose Church, 
Father Hector J. Madrigal, pastor, St. 
Joseph’s Church, Amarillo, presiding. 
Survivors include his wife, Vanessa 
Duran Reyes; three children, Uylissa, 

Fernando and Juan Carlos Reyes; his 
parents, Juan and Rosenda Reyes; four 
brothers, Agapito Reyes and Hector 
Reyes, both of Canyon, Jaime Reyes of 
Hereford and Julio Reyes of Perryton; 
and five sisters, San Juana Duran, Chio 
Olgin and Lala Flores, all of Mexico 
and Elva Carnero and Estolia Carrera, 
both of Amarillo.

Albuquerque—Mary Elizabeth Koller 
Griffith, former coordinator of the Re-
trouvaille Program in the Diocese of 
Amarillo, passed away July 3. She was 
63 years old. Mass was celebrated July 
8, Prince of Peace Church. Survivors 
include her husband, Rob Griffith; five 
children, John and his wife Catie, Joel 
and his wife Kelli, Rebecca and her 
husband Josh, Rachel and her husband 
Matt and Justin and his wife Saman-
tha; five siblings, Kathi, Steve, Mike, 
Paul and Becky; her parents, John and 
Joan Koller; her father-in-law, Neal; 13 
grandchildren; 11 nephews; and five 
nieces.

Dalhart—Gwen Bowers, 68, passed 
away July 4. Mass was celebrated July 
7, St. Anthony of Padua Church, Mon-
signor Michael Colwell, JCL, pastor, 
presiding. Burial was in Memorial Park 
Cemetery. Survivors include her hus-
band, Don Bowers; three children, Chip 
Bowers and his wife Audri of Freder-
icksburg, Jarret Bowers and his wife 
Jennifer Bowers and Nicole Bowers, all 
of Dalhart; eight grandchildren, Braden, 
Bryce, Brant, Brittley, Brett, Briggs, Jo-
lie and Dylan Bowers; a brother, Alan 
Heiskell and his wife April of Lake Wy-
lie, SC; three nephews, Ben, Jeff and 
Clay Heiskell; a niece, Melody Unikel; 
and numerous in-laws and friends.
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INSURE YOUR MOST PRECIOUS GIF TS

Advantages of Life Insurance for Your Child:
◆ Guaranteed Future Insurability*

In the unfortunate event that your child develops a medical condition, he or she would  be eligible to purchase additional insurance through
guaranteed purchase options, regardless of health. 

◆ Lock in Lower Premiums
Buying a permanent policy on your child allows you to buy more coverage at a much lower cost and keep the same premium for life.

◆ Show the Importance 
By having life insurance on your child, you are showing him or her the importance of taking care of loved ones. 

◆ Start Them on the Path to Saving
A permanent life insurance policy includes a savings element that builds accessible cash value over time. 

◆ Help Plan for the Future
Someday your child is going to go off to college, buy a car, get married and buy a home. All of these will involve some debt. 
A life insurance policy will help secure a loan with a bank.


